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generous and discerning monarch that he at once took the
poet into his special favour and admitted him to the circle
of his private friends. The close and intimate connection
thus formed between Suleyman and Baqf was continued
wifhout interruption until the death of the former in 974
(1566), when the poet mourned his patron in an elegy which
still holds its place among the noblest achievements of the
Turkish Muse. Selim II, himself a poet of considerable ability,
continued to treat Baqf with the same kindly familiarity, and
when after a reign of eight years he was succeeded by his
son Murad III, the poet found himself still enjoying the
sunshine of imperial favour. It was of course impossible to
occupy such a position without encountering the hostility of
many persons jealous of the advantages it conferred and
eager to secure these for themselves. The wonderful thing
is that Baqi was able to maintain himself in his place at
court so long as he did. At length, however, his enviers
contrived, by means of what appears to be a somewhat
clumsy trick, to deprive him for a time of the Sultan's
favour, and even to get him sent into temporary banishment.
They got a ghazel by an obscure writer called Namf, made
some slight alterations in it, and laid it before Murad who
had just succeeded to the throne, telling him that Baqi had
composed it in ridicule of the late Sultan, whose predilection
for wine was a matter of public notoriety. The new sovereign
believed what he was told, and, indignant that his father's
kindness should be so repaid, dismissed Baqf from the im-
portant legal position which he held and, as has been said,
sent him into banishment. The ghazel in question was, how-
ever, soon discovered in a collection of Namf's poems where-
upon Biqi was recalled and reinstated in the good graces
of the court. This was the only cloud which darkened the
poet's career as an imperial favourite; he survived Murad,